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Synopsis

An indispensible look at Emerson’s influential life philosophy Through his writing and his own
personal philosophy, Ralph Waldo Emerson unburdened his young country of Europe’s traditional
sense of history and showed Americans how to beA A creators of their own circumstances. His
mandate, which called for harmony with, rather than domestication of, nature, and for aA A reliance
on individual integrity, rather than on materialistic institutions, is echoed in many of the great
American philosophical and literary works of his time and ours, and has given an impetus to modern
political and social activism.Larzer Ziff's introduction to this collection of fifteen of Emerson’s most
significant writings provides the important backdrop to the society in which Emerson lived during his
formative years.For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700A A titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust theA A series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions
and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as

up-to-dateA A translations by award-winning translators.
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Customer Reviews

Ralph Waldo Emerson, the son of a Unitarian minister and a chaplain during the American

Revolution, was born in 1803 in Boston. He attended the Boston Latin School, and in 1817 entered



Harvard, graduating in 1820. Emerson supported himself as a schoolteacher from 1821-26. In 1826
he was "approbated to preach," and in 1829 became pastor of the Scond Church (Unitarian) in
Boston. That same year he married Ellen Louise Tucker, who was to die of tuberculosis only
seventeen months later. In 1832 Emerson resigned his pastorate and traveled to Eurpe, where he
met Coleridge, Wordsworth, and Carlyle. He settled in Concord, Massachusetts, in 1834, where he
began a new career as a public lecturer, and married Lydia Jackson a year later. A group that
gathered around Emerson in Concord came to be known as "the Concord school," and included
Bronson Alcott, Henry David Thoreau, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Margaret Fuller. Every year
Emerson made a lecture tour; and these lectures were the source of most of his essays. Nature
(1836), his first published work, contained the essence of his transcendental philosophy, which
views the world of phenomena as a sort of symbol of the inner life and emphasizes individual
freedom and self-reliance. Emerson’s address to the Phi Beta Kappa society of Harvard (1837) and
another address to the graduating class of the Harvard Divinity School (1838) applied his doctrine to
the scholar and the clergyman, provoking sharp controversy. An ardent abolitionist, Emerson
lectured and wrote widely against slavery from the 1840’s through the Civil War. His principal
publications include two volumes ofEssays (1841, 1844), Poems (1847), Representative Men
(1850), The Conduct of Life (1860), andA A Society and Solitude (1870). He died of pneumonia in
1882 and was buried in Concord.Larzer Ziff is a research professor of English at Johns Hopkins

University who has written extensively on American literary culture.

Emerson is amazing, one of the most talented writers in the english language, full of dialectic
sophistication, loving intuition, poetic beauty and astute observation. This is a great collection of
essays, which contains a rare assortment of favorites: experience, self-reliance, history, and the

skeptic.

This book really shows you the true wonders life has to offer. Would by it again just to have a 2nd

copy!

I've always been a huge Ralph Waldo Emerson fan. Any fan of literature and nature that has not

read this definitely should.

If you are not acquainted with Emerson you must read a least several chapters of this book. His

transcendental philosophy is both fascinating and enriching to the soul!



Book is ok, but had considerable underlinig and notetaking not specified in advert.

When Ralph Waldo Emerson published "Nature" in 1836, he combined many of the transcendental
ideas that were soon to be identified with his name. Not all of his readers were pleased. Those who
were strict Calvinists opposed him since he repudiated the notion that humanity was irrevocably
sinful and doomed to suffer the torments so well described by Jonathan Edwards in his Sinners in
the Hands of an Angry God. Nor were the Unitarians pleased since Emerson relegated logic and
reason, the central pivots of their creed, to a much reduced status. Finally, even for those who might
have otherwise been receptive to his message that intuition trumps logic, Emerson’s prose
style--abstract, allusive, and at times inconsistent--served to distance this message from the reader.
It was hardly surprising that the sales of his initial book of essays were dismally few. Nevertheless,
Emerson’s essays in general and "Nature" in particular eventually caught on with an American
readership that was becoming increasingly literate and attuned to similar such beliefs that were then
slowly filtering in from Europe. In "Nature," Emerson took the essentials of Neo-Platonism, a system
of values that connected objects of the material world with their spiritual counterparts, and allied
them with the Wordsworthian creed that the world of physical nature is but a reflection of a higher
nature that is itself a manifestation of God in nature. The philosophical glue binding man to nature
and to God was Emerson’s solid belief that man needed more than the evidence of his senses to
apprehend a "true" picture of the universe. Those who used only their physical senses were no
more than half-blind materialists groping in the dimmest of lights for a Truth that was freely available
to all were they only willing and able to discard the self-imposed blinders of reason and logic.
Emerson called this focus on logic the Understanding, a term that he borrowed from Carlyle. That
system of thought which man used based on feeling and intuition he termed Reason. He did not
mean to imply that one was superior to the other, but he went to considerable pains to assert that
man needed both to gain a truer apprehension of the world around him. The very attempt to peer
behind and beyond the faAf/&’A A§ade of nature must always pay dividends. There is no "failure"
in the attempt. It is the striving itself which imbues the observer with a spiritual affinity both to nature
and to God that was sorely lacking prior to a refusal to be satisfied with a one-dimensional view of
the universe. In his introduction to "Nature," Emerson indicates that the current view of man in
relation to nature was in need of an overhaul. The earlier views handed down to him by his
forebears were shackles rather than liberators of thought. It was time for him to re-evaluate the very

means by which man should place himself in the cosmic scheme of things. In each of the eight



subheadings of "Nature," he analyzes, often in overlapping ways, how man might do that. Nature,
he insists, is both source and destination for all of man’s highest goals and aspirations. And for man
to realize these hopes, he must acknowledge that there is a nature beyond this nature, thus
necessitating the constant use of Reason to intuit its existence. Emerson’s ubiquitous use of
undefined terms and overly florid language often hide how the man of Understanding may transform
himself to a man of Reason, but he implies that the process in an internal one. All that is needed is
the will to do so, and the process of assimilation begins. The final subsection on "Prospects” is a
summation of the preceding seven. Here, he notes that man can unite himself with God and nature
at will. Running through "Nature" as well as nearly all of the remainder of his essays is the
interlinking theme of Unity. Man Thinking is the man who has made the transcendent leap from
seeing nature as no more than an infinity of unrelated things to one who now can see that each
thing seen is united with every other thing in a universal ball of divine spirit. The world that he asks
all men to build is a mental construct with the foundation of logic to perceive what is there and one
of feeling to animate those men to aspire to be the semi-divine beings that Emerson insisted that

they could be in the first place.

Emerson is one of the greatest of essayists. His thoughts have a poetic power. But they are often
complex and paradoxical and difficult to understand.The title essay of this collection, 'Nature’ is one
of Emerson’s most famous works. In it he in a sense talks about forgetting the fundamentalist
reading of Scriptures and finding a true meeting with God through Nature.For Emerson , Nature is
the great harmonizer and harmony. He writes of our proper moral relation to it as a way of bringing
the divinity into our lives.Emerson makes an analogy between the moral and the spiritual which he
claims we can only understand intellectually in proportion to our virtue or the goodness of our
character.In writing of Language and Nature he writes that true poetic speech has a command over,
and can move and shape Nature.Emerson is famous for his optimistic tone and message, but as
Stephen Whicher long ago pointed out Emerson also has a darker side and knows the evils that can

come in life.

Just what | needed fir my course.
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